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FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

“2018 HANGING OF THE GREENS SERVICE” 

 

Prelude: “Come, Thou Long - Expected Jesus” (G. Hamilton/R.H. Prichard)                                   
  

Narrator 1:  

Ralph Beepat     

Welcome! God’s Blessings to You! Festivals are special events observed  

throughout the church year. The celebration of the birthday of Jesus Christ,  

Emmanuel, God With us, brings love and life and joy.  

  

Narrator II:  

Brittany Lane 
For this special occasion, how fitting are trees, dressed in green to speak of  

life and growth. Decked in glowing lights, sparkling brightly, they reflect 

 hope for the world and happiness in friendly faces gathered here today.  

  

Narrator 1:                Would not Jesus like to know that we would celebrate His birthday merrily, 

with stories so dear, joyous carols, and gifts of love and cheer. 

  

Narrator II: Everywhere, in homes and in churches, we hang the Christmas greens. In our 

 merriment and joy, we are called to remember the meaning of each one.  

They are wonderful traditions and symbols to remind us of God’s gift of His on.  

  

Narrator 1: Let us start our decorating with the hanging of the wreaths!  

(Wreaths are hung on walls by Pearl Lovell & Sheila Madho).  

Traditionally, the wreath is made of evergreen boughs  as a symbol of life.   

The circle reminds us of God’s never-ending love. When we add candles,  

symbols of Christ as Light of the World, it is our Advent Wreath. When we  

hang it on our doors and walls, we proclaim the belief in God’s love and our  

desire to share His message with all who enter.  

  

Narrator II: Bring in the greens – the fir, the cedar. All are a part of Christmas joy.  

Their spicy fragrance and evergreen color remind us, even when all else is  

barren, of the promised reawakening of the earth in spring. So, early Christians  

decked the sanctuary with boughs of evergreen, as a promise of new life and a  

design of the hope that, in Christ, all live forever. Let us sing stanza 1 of “Go  

Tell it on the Mountain”, #251, while our greens are placed.  

  

Narrator 1: There is a legend that comes to us from early Christianity in England. Wilfred, a 

m o n k ,  w a s  h e l p i n g  t o  s p r e a d  C h r i s t i a n i t y  a m o n g  t h e  D r u i d s .  

One day, surrounded by a group of his converts, he struck down a huge oak  

tree. In the Druid religion, the oak tree was an object of worship. As the tree  

fell to the earth, it split into four pieces. From its center there grew a young fir  

 tree, pointing a green spire toward the sky.  
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Narrator II: Wilfred, let his axe drop and turned to speak, “This little tree shall be our holy  

tree tonight. It is the wood of peace, for your houses are built of the fir. It is the  

sign of an endless life, for its leaves are evergreen. See how it points toward the  

heavens. Let this be called the tree of Christ Child. Gather about it, not in the  

wilderness, but in your homes. There it will be surrounded with loving gifts and  

rites of kindness.” 

  

Carol: “O Christmas Tree” 
 

O Christmas tree, O Christmas tree, O tree of green, unchanging. 

O Christmas tree, O Christmas tree, O tree of green, unchanging. 

Your boughs, so green in summertime, do brave the snow of wintertime. 

O Christmas tree, O Christmas tree, O tree of green, unchanging. 
 

O Christmas tree, O Christmas tree, You speak of God, unchanging. 

O Christmas tree, O Christmas tree, You speak of God, unchanging. 

You tell us all to faithful be, and trust in God, eternally. 

O Christmas tree, O Christmas tree, You speak of God, unchanging. 

  

Narrator 1: It is said that it was Martin Luther who actually had the first Christmas tree in 

his home. According, to the story, he was walking through the forest of pine 

trees and firs on Christmas Eve. The stars shone so brightly upon the slender 

trees that they seemed to sparkle with starlight.  

  

Narrator II: The sight was so beautiful that Luther cut a tree and took it home for his  

children. On the ends of the branches, he fastened small candles and lit them so 

 that the tree seemed to twinkle as though covered with stars.  

  

Christmas Carol: “Silent Night”                                                         stanzas 1 & 4  All, #239 

  

Narrator 1: Gleaming brightly in the lights of the Christmas candles, the glistening leaves and 

bright berries of the holly remind us of the joy and happiness that come to 

humankind as we remember the birth of God’s Son. (Large Tree lit by Gordon 

Rambarran Family) 

  

Narrator II: The Ivy reminds us that God has provided us with a strong support, with love  

that will not let us down. As we hear again the words of the old carol, we  

know that Christ was born for us.  
  

Narrator 1: The mistletoe has become the sign of merriment, symbolized by the kiss. 

 But in ancient times, two warriors meeting under the mistletoe threw down  

their arms. Thus, it became a custom among Christians to place a spray of  

mistletoe upon the altar at Christmas time as a reminder of the peace of God 
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 and the power of Christ to heal the hurts of Body and Soul. 

Narrator II: Aaron Khadaroo brings in this reminder of the peace of God and the power of 

 Christ – the mistletoe, as we join in singing the first & last verses of “ Joy to  

the World” # 246      (Mistletoe to be placed on the altar by Iva Woolcock & 

Shirley Lockhart)  

  

Narrator 1: In the sanctuary, candles stand; their Light a reminder of Jesus Christ, the Light  

of the World. As His light shines in the darkness, it brings up into the light  

those who follow his way. So the light is spread outward as each Christian  

brings his light into the world.  

  

Organ Music: “I Heard the Bells on Christmas Day”(Hegarty/Calkin) 

(Candles on altar and candelabras are lit by The Gobinnuth Dyaram Family (left)  & 

The Ferrar Family (right)) 

 

“THE LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH” 

 

Narrator II: Long ago, God spoke to our ancestors in many ways by the prophets, but in  

these days, he has spoken to us by a Son.  

  

Narrator 1: As we light this first candle of Advent, the Candle of Promise, we recall that 

God’s promise is with us in the shadows and pain of the world. 

Emmanuel. God-with-us. May we serve God without fear as we remember  

the promised coming of Jesus. Amen.  

 

  

Hymn: “Light the Advent Candle”                                       Stanza 1                 # 2090  

(The first advent candle is lit by Monica Parsan)  

  

Narrator II:                “Let your light so shine before all people, that they may see your good works  

and give glory to your God who is in heaven!”  

  

Carol: “Joy to the World!”                                                              Stanza 3, # 246  

  

Narrator 1:                 Sometimes people are so busy keeping Christmas in their own ways that they 

 almost forget about Jesus Christ. That was the way it seemed to Francis of  

Assisi long ago. To help people tell their true love for Christ, he arranged a  

life-size nativity scene, called a crèche.  That tradition helps us remember  

Christ at Christmas. Let us prepare for our crèche by singing Stanza 1 of   

“It Came Upon a Midnight Clear” # 218  
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Narrator II:                Now with the beauty of the greens to remind us of the glory that came to earth  

at Christmas, let us hear again the story of the birth of Jesus – He who is called  

the light of the World.  

  

Yasmine Blair:         Gospel of Luke 2:4-7  

  

Lullaby Carol:           “Away in a Manager”                                                     Stanza 1  #217  

 

  

Miriam Ramdin:  

Narrator II:             

Gospel of Luke 2:8-16  

Let us sing while the Angels are being hung 

“Angels From the Realms of Glory”                                            Stanza  1     # 220 

 (Angels are hung between windows by The Latchman Family).  

  

Narrator 1:                  Now let us hear the story of the First Christmas Gifts.  

  

Maureen 

Asuncion:      

Gospel of Matthew 2:1-11  

Let us sing the first and last Stanzas of: “We Three Kings of Orient Are”  # 254  

 
  

Narrator II: In all the legends of the Christmas story, the shepherds offer gifts. In an Old  

English play, one of the shepherds places his fur cap over the manager to  

protect the baby’s head; another places his gloves across the feet. So, today, we 

too, through our offerings, bring gifts to the Babe of Bethlehem. 

Now let us sing: “Lo How a Rose Ere Blooming” # 216 

 

  

Narrator 1:  “It is not the weight of jewel or plate 

Or the rustle of silk or fur, 

But the spirit in which the gift is given 

As the gifts of the Wise Men were 

And we are not told whose gift was gold 

Or whose was the gift of myrrh.” 

 

The Offering is taken by the Ushers:  

  

Offertory:             “Emmanuel, Emmanuel”(Bob McGee) 
 

 

Prayer of Dedication 

  

Announcements  

Narrator II: Now let us stand and raise our voices to sing, “Joy to the World” #246 
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Pastor: “May Jesus whose birth was heralded by angels singing, 

give you peace at all times and in all ways. 

The Lord be with you all.” 

Congregation: Thanks be to God.  Amen 

Postlude:                   “Love Came Down At Christmas” (Benton Price)                               

  
 

 

 

Announcements for Sunday, December 2nd, 2018 

1. We welcome all guests in the name of Jesus Christ, our Savior. 

2. Reminders: Please silence your cell phones. To respect those who wish to pray at the altar after 

the service, please more back at least 8 rows to chat or go to Fellowship Hall. 

3. When you give a donation to our United Methodist Insurance, please check "Other," and write 

"Insurance," adding your name and/or envelope #. Received for insurance to date - $1,341.00 

leaving a balance of $3,736.25. Thank you for your support. 

4. Today – the UMW will be having a FUND-RAISING BAKE SALE at 11:15 am. There will be 

delicious cakes, pastries, and homemade delicacies. Please support this worthy cause! Come 

and treat your palate to scrumptious goodies! 

5. New and Renewal Subscriptions of the Upper Room for the year 2019 are now due. Regular 

Print $7; Large Print $10. Please see Alison Babb.  

6. Please mark your calendars for Bishop Bickerton’s District Visit. 

Date : Tuesday, December 4, 2018, 

                  6:00~6:45pm (Light Dinner/Refreshments),  

                  6:45 ~ 8:45pm (Bishop Bickerton’s Presentation) 

Location: St. Albans Grace United Methodist Church 

                   200-08 Murdock Ave., St. Albans, NY 11412 

Attendees must register for the event. 

7. Saturday, Feb. 9, 2019 -LIWD 2019 Annual Lay Leadership Training Event. 

8:30 am – 3:30 pm at St. Francis de Sales school for the Deaf (260 Eastern Parkway Brooklyn, 

New York 11225) 

Registration and Materials Fee of $30.00 required. Registration Deadline is Jan. 11, 2019. For 

Registration forms, please see Sis. Angella. 

8. Today's Greeters:  Kerry-Ann Morgan(Satee Ramroop) & Sheila Madho 

Today's Ushers:  Matthew Baksh & Sanko Dyaram 

Usher on Guard:  Matthew Baksh 

      Lighting Candles: The Seenauth Family & The Ferrar Family 
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** Let us read the Word of God, the Bread of Life, daily.  

                 December        2 Josh. 15-17; 1 Cor. 8 

                                             3 Josh. 18-20; 1 Cor.9 

                                      4 Josh. 21, 22; Ps. 47; 1 Cor. 10 

                                      5 Josh. 23, 24; Ps. 44; 1 Cor. 11 

                                      6 Judg. 1-3; 1 Cor. 12 

                                      7 Judg. 4, 5; Ps. 39, 41; 1 Cor. 13 

                                      8 Judg. 6, 7; Ps. 52; 1 Cor. 14 

 

December Birthdays 
 

03  Richard Ramson 
 03  Irene Tier 
 04  Bob Naegele 
 07  Rose Schrader 
 10  Joseph Whittington 
 16  Noel Asuncion 
 16  Aaron Morgan 
 19  Brandon Morgan 
 31  Ariana Williams 

December 
Anniversary 

 

05 - Blanche & Tony 
 Purificato 

08 - Celestine & Winston 
 Garraway 

17 - Catherine & Anthony 
    Whittington 

19 - Jean & Nonoelo  
Asuncion 

If you would like to have your special days listed  
    here, please call the church office - 1.718.843.4841 

THE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH OF RICHMOND HILL 

112-14 107th Avenue Richmond Hill, NY 11419   (P) 718-843-4841   

Email: umcrh@hotmail.com Website: www.richmondhillumc.com    

Rev Dr Austin Park, Pastor 

http://@hotmail.com
http://www.richmondhillumc.com/

